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Introduction

By the Director of LUCAS, Shane Doyle

Welcome to the 2016/1eeds African Studies Bulletiifihe past academic year has
been a year of steady growth and expansion. We are delighted to have three mo
Africanists join us. Elisa Greco joined the School of Earth and Environment as
Research Fellow iBustainability Standards and Agricultural Value Chains. &isa
research focuses on the political economy of food and agriculture in Tanzania an
Uganda. Anna Mdee joined POLIS in 2016 as Associate Professor in Internationa
Development, having previouslyorked with the Overseas Development Institute,
Mzumbe University, and the University of Bradford. Trained as an anthropologist,
and having mostly worked in Tanzania, Athaesearchifocuses on development
practice: how the aid system works (or daksvork), how to improve local service
delivery and governance; how to manage natural resources, and how to reduc
vulnerability through improved livelihoods. Finally, Jo Sadgrove is warmly
welcomed back to Leeds, having worked for several years as reseapen fufi
United Society Partners in the Gospel, mostly in Southern Africa. Jo is now a
research associate in the Centre for Religion and Public Life, focusing on faith anc
health in Africa and among the African diaspora.

Dr Christian Hggsbjerg has settlad as LUCASs administrator, displaying great
energy and imagination in expanding our Book Distribution Scheme, and in
developing the Centée links with local community groups in Leeds. This has
resulted in an impressive series of events. A roundtablegbtdogether a large
number of veterans of the Leedsiti-Apartheid Movement and Leeds Women
Against Apartheid, to mark the launch of an exhibitiGfgrward to Freedom: The
history of the British AntiApartheid Movement, 1959994 This exhibition
commenorating the longunning campaigning work of LeedlsantrApartheid
activists was hosted by several locations cross the city during Black History Month.
This period of commemoration closed wifing Freedoni a story with songs of
liberatiod a concert debrating the music of the South African liberation
movement, presented by Leéd#see Range choir, led by Frances Bernstein. Earlier
in the year a film screening and discussion on the subject of poverty alleviation in
Africa raised funds for the Leedmsed NGO The Global Native and its attempt to
harness remittances to reshape development work in Zimbabwe.



We have also sought to construct strong partnerships with allied research group
within and beyond our university. Leeds continues to play a leadiagrnréhe ever
expanding Yorkshire African Studies Network. Our programme of research seminar
and symposia has been enriched byhosting events with the Centre for Global
Development, the Centre for Religion and Public Life, and the Sustainability
Reseeach Unit. We have also provided support for the Finding Africa seminar series,
a programme of events which showcases new research in postcolonial Africar
Studies, and which brings together scholars famnoss South Africa and the UK.

LUCASGs courses contue to be extremely popular with students. To meet first year
demand we have refocused our lamgning Contemporary Africas module on
political, environmental and health themes, so that we can provide a new
interdisciplinary, Artsbased module entitled €ative Africas. That fifteen
colleagues lecture on these modules is testament to the growing strength of Africa
Studies at Leeds. Our Schools programme too has seen its leader, Richard Borows|
adapt to new opportunities by building an alliance with lseBdckett University,
ensuring that primary school children across the Leeds region continue to gain
richerunderstanding of the continent.

The wealth of Africanist activity at Leeds is illustrated further in the departmental
reports which, as always, ep our Bulletin. Dr Will Rea, our reviews editor, has
again put together a strong set of book reviews for thissy/essue. We have a report

on a YASN workshop on Gender and Sexuality in January 2016. One of the paper
from that workshop by Manel Zouabppears in this Bulletin. Another article, by
Emma Rice, on the calabash and gendered identity won the2BA85Lionel Cliffe
dissertation prize. Two further articles Ejndaba Chisiza and Abayomi Awelewa
examine theatre for development and Adighidalf of a Yellow Sumespectively.

The final set of articles consider Leédglationship with Africa from different
approaches. Martin Banham reminds us of the remarkable resources of th
Brotherton Library; Max Farrar provides a more painful reminder, ohisiery of

racial violence in the city; whildoe Williams and Christian Hggsbjésgnterview

with Joe Williams links the past with the present in a number of ways.

We hope you enjoy our annual Bulletin, and welcome submissions of articles for
future voumes.



Notes on Contributors

Abayomi Awelewa studied English (Literature) at the Obafemi Awolowo
University, llelfe and the University of Ibadan, Ibadan, both in Nigeria. He spent a
semester at the University of Leeds, Leeds, United Kingdom as a Mrseells
Research Student in the School of English. His PhD research focused on Nigeria
Diasporic Literature. He is an African Humanities Program (AHP) Fellow, courtesy
of the American Council of Learned Societies (ACLS) and a playwright with a
published ftile, Dilemma of an African Princ€004).As an early career researcher,
Awelewas interest is in African Diasporan Literature and the interconnection
between Literatures from Africa and the rest of the world.

Martin Banham is Emeritus Professor of Drama &heatre Studies in the
University of Leeds, with a special interest in African theatre

Zindaba Chisizais a Theatre for Development (TfD) practitioner and currently a
PhD Candidate at Leeds University, under the supervision of Professor Jane Plasto\
His research examines the effectiveness of various TfD methods as tools fol
engaging young Malawian men amalyzinghow certain forms of masculinity place
them at risk of acquiring HIV. His research interests are participatory theatre,
masculinities and devgbment communication. Since 2012 he has worked as a
Lecturer in Drama at the University of Malawi, Chancellor College.

Max Farrar & PhD thesis on blacled social movements in Chapeltown, Leeds, was
published as'he Struggle fofCommunity (Edwin Mellen,2002). Since retiring in
2009 he spends his time with family and friends, writing, taking photos, doing
politics, and working as secretary to the David Oluwale Memorial Association. More
atwww.maxfarrar.org.ulor www.rememberoluwale.org

Emma Rice was the winner of the 2016 Lionel Cliffe Prize, awarded for the best
undergraduate dissertation in African studies at the University of Leeds her
essay is based on thdissertation Emmawrites thatés a final year student of
History of Art at Leeds University, the decision to focus my dissertation on the
subject of gender in Africa was an easy one. Having lived in Malawi as a teenage
for several months | was bewildel by the complex social structures at play that |
struggled to understand. It wasnntil | was taught by Will Rea that my fascination
with gender in Africa really came into focus. As a consequence | was determined tc


http://www.maxfarrar.org.uk/
http://www.rememberoluwale.org/

write a piece that reflected my jomey from misinterpretation to understanding
different ways of seeirig

Joe Williams is an actor/writer and director of Heritage Corner, exploring African
heritage in Yorkshire, since 2014. Joe is a founding member of several communit
and arts groups, Wi a focus on education, since the 1@8and has performed
nationally. In 2015 he took his one man shoan Pablo Fanque, Victorian circus
owner of African heritage, buried in the grounds of Leeds UniversityNew York.

Manel Zouabi is a doctoral ressmcher at the Centre for Won@nStudies at the
University of York Herresearch interests aorth African women, feminist theory,
feminist political theory, and cultural and digital reproduction of texts about women.
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LUCAS News

Social Media

Our twitter account @CASLeed@vhich now has well ove00 followers) so if
there are any articles or events you would like us to highlight or spread the worc
about please get in toucWe also hava bloghttp://lucas.leeds.ac.uk/blog/

The LUCAS Book Distribution Scheme

Diéspora & Returns
in Fiction

AFRICAN LITERATURE TODAY 34

African Theatrel5 andAfrican Literature Todag4

In 2016, LUCAS with the ongoing support of the Morel Trust and also various
publishers, particularlyJames Currey and Boydell and Brewsaive so famanaged

to send out 303 books so far twelve institutions, mainly part of continuing to
update institutions with new matatibut also including support tddzuzu University
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Library in Malawi after theirterrible fire on 18 December 20Mhich saw their
entire stock destroyedhanks to Ranka Primorac, we weakle for exampleto re
establish connections with the University of Zambia (see Ranghoto of the
University of Zambié Depty Librarian Francina Makondo examining the latest
stock):

This was a healthy improvement over last yédéi7pooks to eleven institution)ut

still not quite up to the glory years of the past, Wwet very muchanticipatein this
coming year to be #b to continue the worlupdatingall the existinginstitutions in

the scheme with the latest titles, as well as develop links with new institutions anc
organisationslf you wish to join the schemieor can help transport books from the
UK to Africa at anypoint please get in touch with usadticanstudies@Ileeds.ac.uk

http://lucas.leeds.ac.uk/thecasbook-distributionscheme/

Ethiopia Mekelle University
Ghana University ofGhana (School of Performing Arts)
Kenya Sacred Heart University College, Nyeri
Malawi MzuzuUniversity
University of Malawi, Chancellor College

11
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Nigeria Ibadan University
University of Benin, Benin City
University of Lagos
Western Delta University, Oghara
Somaliland Hargeysa Cultural Center
Zambia Universityof Zambia
Zimbabwe Lupane State University

University of Zimbabwe

LUCAS Seminars Hosted in Academic Year 2816

8 Oct 2015 | The Leeds Univesity Centre for African Prof. Wole Soyinka
Studies (LUCAS) Annual Lecture 2015
Narcissus and other Pall Bearers:
Morbidity as Ideology

15 Oct 2015| Black Consciousness in South Africa Tom Penfold

(University of
Johannesburg)

27 Oct 2015 Joint event withtie Centre for Global
Developmeni Rainbow festival film
showings ofAmazulu The Children Of
Heaven + Bafana

30 Nov2015 Joint event with the Sustainability Sam Spiegel
Research Institute and Centre for Global (University of
DevelopmenResource Politics and Edinburgh)
Advocacy Struggles inZimbabwe:
Encountering Power at Multiple Scales

8 Dec2015 | Learning to Pray the Pentecostal Way: Naomi Haynes
Language and Personhood on the (University of
Zambian Copperbelt Edinburgh),

8 Dec2015 | Ubu and the Truth Commission: Prof. Jane Taylor

Transitional Justice and Theatre

(University of Leeds)

12




9 Dec2015

From Research to Activism: Making
Theatre and Anthropology in
Walukuba

Prof. Jane Plastow and
Katie McQuaid
(University of Leeds)

2 Feb 2016 | The Orchestraon the Titanic? Oxfam James Morris
in Kenya, 19632002 (University of York)
3 March 201 South Africaé Political Alex Beresford
Crisis: Unfinished Liberation and (University of Leeds)
Fractured Class Struggles
10 March Inaugural Lecture Slave Relellions or Prof. Manuel Barcia
2016 Actions of War? Understanding West (University of Leeds)
African Armed Resistance in Bahia
and Cuba, 18071844
7 April 2016 Symposium on Religion, Speakers included
Homosexuality and LGBT Rights in Prof. Ezra Chitado
Africa (University of
Zimbabwe) and
Adriaan van Klinken
(Leeds)
27 April 201( Film showing ofPoverty Inc. Jointly organised with

The Global Native (a
Leedsbased NGO)

LUCAS Schools Project Update2015/16

Richard Borowski

As one door closes another opeAs funding for the LUCAS Schools Project from

the Africa College came to an end in 2014/15 the project was successful in replacin:
it with funding from the HEART Network for a partnership project with Access and

Widening Participation at Leeds Beckettildersity. African postgraduate from both

Universities were recruited to take part in a joint training programme before being
supported by their respective Centre / Department to deliver African Voices days ir

local primary schools. In addition to sharinthe Schools Projefd training

programme with Leeds Beckett University, LUCAS also provided assistance with
the recruitment of African postgraduates, promotion of African Voices days and

posttraining support for Project Teachers to prepare delivery pmoges.

13



The eleven new African PG students recruited from the University of Leeds and
Leeds Beckett University were from Nigeria, Malawi, Uganda, Zambia and Ghana.
Together with the Projed existing Project Teachers they collectively delivered 65
African Voices days and 3 African Perspectives workshops, in 24 primary schools,
reaching over 2000 pupils. Our evaluation of the pr@eattivities indicated that
95% of pupils thought their African Voices daysgoodor dvery good

This year seven AfricaRostgraduates, previously trained to deliver African Voices
days, were engaged as Project Mentors. After the new cohort of African
Postgraduates completed their training programme the Project Mentors provided th
support and advice they required to prepame deliver African Voices days. On
reflection, the newly trained Project Teachers appreciated the guidance provided b
their Mentors and, in turn, the Mentors valued the opportunity to share their
knowledge and expertise and gain experience of supeg\asiother student.

Unfortunately, the taught Masters module, Global Learning in UK Primary Schools,
did not run this year because too few students chose this module option to make
financially viable. The School of Education recognise the value of thaul@do
International Postgraduates, in terms of providing them with an opportunity to teach
in UK schools, and have taken action to further promote it in 2016/17.

The financial support received this year from the HEART Network will not continue
next yearUnless additional funding can be secured the LUCAS Schools Project will
have todick oveibin 2016/17. The Proje@ existing Project Teachers will be used
to respond to requests for African Voices days from local primary schools.

Report on Yorkshire African Studies Network (YASN) Conferences
and Workshops 201516

YASN Workshop on Gender and Sexuality, University of Leeds, 14 January 2016.

This workshop attracted speakers and attendees from across the north of England,
featured doctoral students and gardreer researchers prominently, and drew an
audience of c. 30 people.

Programme

Session 1: 10.302.30 RHETORIC AND REPRESENTATION
Manel Zouabi (Centre for WoménStudies, York)Postrevolutionary Tunisia:
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sexualizing womepolitical activists in digial media

Brendon Nicholls (English, Leed¥ien SareWiwa, Heteronormativity and Gender
Politics

Shane Doyle (History, Leeds,TD campaigns and sexual morality in East Africa

Session 2: 1.33.30pm NORMS AND DISSONANCE

Bev Orton (Criminology and Crimindlustice, Hull) So Whatés New?: Sex and
sexuality in posapartheid South Africa

Jane Plastow (English, Leeds) and Katie McQuaid (Geography, Laedsgrch of
the Friereandlenitude of the praxgof action and reflection for women from
Walukuba: thiking through an activist approach using theatre and ethnography
Will Jackson (History, LeedsQueering the family in segregati@ra South Africa

3.30pm Closing remarks
Adriaan van Klinken (Theology and Religious Studies, Leddis)y directions in the
study of African sexuality

Finding Africa

The Finding Africa Seminar Series, in partnership with LUCAS, the Northern
Postcolonial Network, the Manchester Postcolonial Reading group, and the
Yorkshire African Studies Network, has provided a platform formeoesearch on
postcolonial African studies across the humanities since its inception in Octobel
2014.

Amongst the topics covered by previous presenters are HIV/AIDS in Philosophy anc
|l iteratur e, the CNN effect and tick mo mp
Bessie Head Botswana, and the place of the psychoanalytic in fiction and
feminism. Dr Brendon Nicholls (Leeds) who inaugurated the series in 2014 went on
to publish an article in a special issue on Ken Siiwa by Research in African
Literatures

In 2015 and 2016, we have forged further links with Leeds through LUCAS and the
School of English. During this time, we also welcomed on board the Stellenbosch
(University) Literary Project (SLiPnet), the Postcolonial and World Literatures
ReadingGroup andRhodes University as partners.
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Our blog is also listed on the Postcolonial Studies Association, the LUCAS website
and is about to go up as one of the resources of the Rhodes Upiargiish
Department in 2017.

A fascinating and wideange of abtracts have come in for our 2017 theme of
African Feminisms which will take place in the form of seminarshasted with
LUCAS at Leeds University in the coming months. There will also be a second call
made on the same for an event held in collaboratitimaur partners and colleagues

at Rhodes, Wits, Stellenbosch, and SLiPnet in South Africa. Further details will
appear on our blodnttps://findingafricaseminar.wordpress.coim due course.

We look forward to a stimulating and brilliant third year of compelliogdarship
from our presenters!

The Finding Africa Team

16
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School of Earth and Environment
Fieldwork and primary research in African countries

SoléneGuenet a NERGDTP PhD student supervised by Martin Dallimer, Andy
Dougill and Bill Kunin, carried out fieldwork in western Ghana examining the
importance of urban greenspaces for pollinators. Her work was partly funded by the
Sustainable  Agriculture Bumsy Fund.Thisalumnifunded bursary Fund
enhancesheimpactof postgraduate researcbhn Sustainable Agriculture related
projects.

Susie Sallucarried out fieldwork in Tanzania during her research sabbatical, through
funding from the Global Climate ChamgAlliance+Tanzania project entitled
dntegrated Approaches for Climate Change Adapttibmillion Euro intervention
project, EuropeAid (Research Associate, £8,500 for travel) ¢€2016).

New research projects

In February 2016George Holmesand Susi€Sallu secured funding for a project on
innovative approaches to understanding new forms of conservation, in partnershi
with three international conservation NGOs (African Wildlife Fund, World Lands
Trust and Micaia).

Also in February,Stephen Whitfield, Anne Tallontire, Martin Dallimer and
Claire Quinn secured funding for a project on systems analysis of agricultural
change in East Africa adopting a variety of disciplinary perspectives, in partnership
with the Climate Change, Agriculture and Food Sec@ityup of the CGIAR

In May 2016,Andy Dougill, Stephen Whitfield andPete Stewardwere awarded
£300k from NERC/DFID as part of the El Nino Programmadl.CTheir project is

e nt i Agliceltdral Glimate Resilience to ®linoin Suba har an Afri ca
and will investigate how different agricultural land management practices are
affecting crop pests and farmer decismaking around El Nino events in both
Malawi and Kenya.

In June 2016,0livia Rendon won a DSTFNRF Fellowship for Early Career
Researcherstdo research in South Africa. The fellowship is funded by The NRF
and the DST in partnership with the United Kingdom Academies (under the United
Kingdom-South Africa Newton Fund).

Lindsay Stringer and Martin Dallimer ran a projeetn t i AdVaecohg kéovedge

on the costs, benefits, tradffs of sustainableeln d management i n

in collaboration with SEI Nairobi and KALRO. The project was funded by GIZ and
finished in June 2016 with a series of workshops held in Nairobi and Kisumu.
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In Novemler 2016,Tim Wright , was awarded a £100k Challenge Grant from the
Royal Society as part of the Global Challenges Research Fund. The aim of th
project is to work with collaborators at Addis Ababa University to produce a new
high-resolution map of the dynamsurface motions throughout Ethiopia. This will

be used to address pressing challenges in understanding of the hazards in Ethiof
associated with volcanism, earthquakes, and landslides, and to assess the depletior
groundwater resources.

A network of3 PhD projects on the theme of Social Science of Agriculture and Food
Systems has been funded through the ESRC White Rose Doctoral Training Centre
The projects are ebosted across the Universities of Leeds, York and Sheffield, and
are being conducted ipartnership with the CGIAR Climate Change, Agriculture,
and Food Security East Africa Programme.

New appointments

Dr Ajai Bhave andDr Eleanor Jew were appointed as research fellows. They work
on the UMFULA project research in the Shire River Basin, Malawch focuses on
water resources planning and decision making in the basin, identifying key climate
change adaptation requirements, and assessing robustness of stakeaotdied
adaptation options under conditions of deep uncertainty in future elichainge and
sociaeconomic change.

Dr Nicola Favretto was appointed as a research fellow. He is working on the co
benefits and tradeffs in climate mitigation, adaptation and development in South
Africa and Madagascar. Funded by the ESRC Centre for @idlaange Economics
and Policy (CCCEP). His project involves designing and executing rnnetdod,
participatory and policy research, to promote more inclusive climate and
development policy and projects across the Southern Africa Development
Community.

Elisa Greco started working with Anne Tallontire a& postdoctoral researcher
aiming to develomew research on the role of African smallholders in food systems
Pierre Moorsom enrolled as a PhD student at SRI to conduct research on evidence
based policy foclimate smart agriculture in Malave is supervised by Stephen
Whitfield, Tim Benton and Emmhouise Anderson.

Workshops and seminars

SEG Events: Guest Speakéuyy Hatcher - Guy graduated from Leeds in 2011 and
gave a talk on sedimehbsted Cudeposis in the Central African Copperbelt on
Tuesday 26th April.
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In the news

Climate Change Makes Afriéa Staple Food Crops Vulnerable. Researcluian
Ramirez-Villegas suggests significant damage to food supplies due to climate
change in an article ié-resh Plazéand on the National Geographic Blog.

Professor Piers Forster writes alongsideProfessor Evan Fraser from the
University of Guelph on the impact of climate change on migration patterns in
Africa. You can read the article in The Conversation.

Major Project to Deploy Multiple Aircraft to Assess Impact of Pollution over West
Africa. The EUfunded Dynamicserosolchemistrycloud interactions in West
Africa (DACCIWA) project was covered in EUFAR News. The project seeks to
investigate the influence ohthropogenic and natural emissions on the atmospheric
composition over South West Africa and to assess their impact on human health, th
ecosystem, and agricultural productivity.

John Marsham was quoted in the Phys.org article discussing the DACCIWA
projed. The three research aircrafts, carrying sophisticated instruments to collec
atmospheric data have detected organic materials in the atmosphere over a number
urban areas.

Andy Challinor was quoted in the BBC Online Article regarding his research into
crop yields in Africa.

Research by Andrew Challinor revealed that crop yields in Africa will nosedive in
10 years unless we develop varieties that can better deal with climate change. Re:
the full article in the Environmental News Network.

DroughtHit Famers In Zimbabwe Improve Agriculture Through Science.
References research by Andrew Challinor which found cropsidesping up with

the pace of climate change. Africa News 10/11/16.

A study of Africads weak influence on climate change decisions waauttmored by
academics at the Sustainability Research Institute at the University of Leeds an
guoted in the Citizen 17.08.16

Publications on African countries

Antwi-Agyei, P, Quinn, CH , Adiku, SGK et al. (4 more authors) (2016) Perceived
stressors of climte vulnerability across scales in the Savannah zone of Ghana: a
participatory approachregional Environmental ChangkSSN 14363798

Atela JO; Quinn CH; Arhin AA; Duguma L; Mbeva KL (2016) Exploring the
agency of Africa in climate change negotiationg thse of REDD+nternational
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Environmental Agreements: Politics, Law and Econondos 10.1007/s1078816
93296

Atela JO; Quinn CH; Minang PA; Duguma LA; Houdet JA (2016) Implementing
REDD+ at the national level: Stakeholder engagement and policyeruies

between REDD+ rules and Kerggasectoral policies;orest Policy and Economigcs
65, pp.3746. doi: 10.1016/}.forpol.2016.01.003

Dougill AJ; Akanyang L; Perkins JS; Eckardt FD; Stringer LC; Favretto N;
Atlhopheng J; Mulale K (2016) Land use, rangdlaegradation and ecological
changes in the southern Kalahari, Botswaiecan Journal of Ecology54, pp.59

67. doi: 10.1111/aje.12265

Dougill AJ; Whitfield S; Stringer LC; Vincent K; Wood BT; Chinseu EL; Steward
P; Mkwambisi DD (2016) Mainstreaming cservation agriculture in Malawi:
Knowledge gaps and institutional barriefsurnal of Environmental Management
doi: 10.1016/j.jenvman.2016.09.076

Evidence and perceptions of rainfall change in Malawi: Do maize cultivar choices
enhance climate change athon in subSaharan Africa? Sutcliffe, C., Dougill,

A.J. & Quinn, C.HRegional Environmental Chang2016) 16: 1215.
doi:10.1007/s1011815-0842x

Miombo woodland under threat: Consequences for tree diversity and carbon storage
Eleanor K.K.Jew, Andrewd. Dougill , Susannah M. Sallu, Jeromé&®oOnnell, , Tim

G. BentonForest Ecology and ManagemeB61, pp. 144153.

Okpara UT; Stringer LC; Dougill AJ (2016) Lake drying and livelihood dynamics in
Lake Chad: Unravelling the mechanisms, contexts and mesp@mbiq 45,
pp-781795. doi: 10.1007/s1328016-0805-6

Okpara UT; Stringer LC; Dougill AJ (2016) Using a novel climatger conflict
vulnerability index to capture double exposures in Lake CRadional
Environmental Changgp.216. doi: 10.1007/91113016: 10036

Orchard SE; Stringer LC (2016) Challenges to polycentric governance of an
international development project tackling land degradation in Swaz#anibliq

45, pp.796807. doi: 10.1007/s1328016-0791-8

Orchard SE; Stringer LC; Manyatsi AN{17) Farmer Perceptions and Responses
to Soil Degradation in Swazilandand Degradation and Developme@8, pp.46

56. doi: 10.1002/Idr.2595

Salisu Barau A; Stringer LC; Adamu AU (2016) Environmental ethics and future
oriented transformation to sustaitld in Sub-Saharan AfricaJournal of Cleaner
Production 135, pp.1539547. doi: 10.1016/}.jclepro.2016.03.053
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SRI Working Paper no. 9&patiotemporal analyses of impacts of multiple climatic
hazards in the savannah ecosystem of Gih&wrald, A. Band Lindsay C. Stringer.
January 2016.

SRI Working Paper no. 99Jsing participatory mapping and a participatory
geographic information system in pastoral land use investigation: the impacts of
rangeland policy in Botswaf8asupi, L.V., Quinn, C.H., Douiyy A. J. June 2016.
Yiran GAB; Stringer LC (2016) Spati@mporal analyses of impacts of multiple
climatic hazards in a savannah ecosystem of GlZlmate Risk Managemerit4,
pp.1%26. doi: 10.1016/j.crm.2016.09.003

Yiran GAB; Stringer LC; Attua EMEvans AJ; Challinor AJ; Gyasi EA (2016)
Mapping vulnerability to multiple hazards in the savannah Ecosystem in Ghana,
Regional Environmental Changep.:12. doi: 10.1007/s1011316-1054-8

School of English
Brendon Nicholls currently has an article in @ss:

GAn Environmental Unconscious? Nigerian Oil Politics, Autonomous Partial
Objects and Ken Safiwa Sozabo§forthcoming inResearch in African
LiteraturesSpecial issue on Ken Sawiwa edited by Professor Stephanie
Newell (accepted, revised, andosuitted)

This year, he msented five conference papers:

Invited paper@nti-Apartheid Poetry Revisite@iEthics, Affect, Responsibility:
Global Citizenship and the Act of Readiwgrkshop, Jan. 2017, University of
Bristol

Invited paper,&Kamau Brathwaités AAncestorso andbé Th
Ethics, Affect, Responsibility: Global Citizenship and the Act of Reading
workshop, Jan. 2017, University of Bristol

Invited paper,dGrace Musilés A Death Retold in Truth and RumouA
ResponséAfrican Studies Assmtion of the United Kingdoroonference, Sept.
2016, University of Cambridge

OAfrican Vernacular Theories, Psychoanalysis and Environmentalism,
Association of Commonwealth Literature and Language Stediggrence, July
2016, University of Cape Town, 8t Africa
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Invited papergAfrican Literature and ActivisndAfrican Literature in the United
Kingdom Workshoplune 2016, Kings College, London

He currently has two PhD studerfisances HemsleyandHayley Toth.

Sam Durrant is working on a monograph tefitely entitled: Creaturely
Associations in Contemporary African Literatuaad ceediting a 40 essay volume
entitledRefugee Writindor Edinburgh University Press

A 15,000 word essay entitled.ife after Necropolitics: SpiriVriting, Creaturely
Mimesis and AuteAncestralisation in Chris Abais Song for Night has been
accepted for publication in a special issue Rdsearch in African Literatures
(forthcoming 2018).

He is running a seminar stream at the American Comparative Literature Associatior
Annud Conference in July 2017 entitl@dnimism in a Planetary Frarde

He currently has 5 doctoral studen®yan Topper, Ruth Daly, Dima Chami,
Dominic O&Key, andLorraine Yang. The first three of these students a@rking
on African literature.

He presente the following papers in 2016:

Edinburgh Contemporary Research on Refugee Writidg-presentation with
David Farrier and Agnes Wooley. Northern Postcolonial Network Symposium on
Asylum, Refuge, Migration, Salford University Jan. 2016

@trange Companyosmopolitanism, Statelessness and Creaturely Blfnary
Paper at Graduate Workshop érhe Creaturely, the Human, and the Glébal
Stockholm University, June 2016.

6rhe dynamics of empathy in bibliotherd@dgpvited Presentation aGetting the
Word Out Facilitating Reading & Writing Groups with Refugees & Asylum
Seeker§ 10 June 2016, Edinburgh University.

Reading TogethérWorkshop organised in collaboration with Leeds Central
Library to promote his network of bibliotherapy groups for refugees edée
June 28 (with £1100 Wellcome funding)

(Creaturely Transitions in South African Literature and Visual CultirEnary
Panel Presentation, ACLALS triennial conference, Stellenbosch University July
2016.
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&Coetzee and the Art of Inheritar@s@oetzeés Other Arts. Symposium at
University of the Western Cape, July 2016.

@ibliotherapy and the Limits of Empatldnvited workshop atReading and
activism in local, regional and national conte&tSeptember 2016, Bristol
University.

Workshop Theatre

Building on her work reported in last yéajournal,Jane Plastowhas continued to
work on the project she initiated in Jinja, Uganda as part of a wider AHRC funded
environmental research programme, INTERSECTION. In March 2016 Jane anc
research associat€atie McQuaid returned to work again with the community
groupdNe Are Walukubé The group had chosen to prioritise the problem of waste
management and waste collection in the slum, and had organised a number
rubbish collection and consciousness raisingsdetymarket sites. Jane worked with
the group to produce a piece discussing the probldma,Kingfisheis Play a short

play rooted in an East African fable. Our local artist Abdulla made some fabulous
animal masks, and the group is now taking the plaglitareas of Walukuba as part

of waste action days which comprise a mass rubbish pick, a performance, discussic
over responsibilities for and actions to be taken in relation to waste, and promotior
of briquettes, an alternative fuel source made of wagi@nac material. The group is
also working to put pressure on the council to improve waste collection. For a longe
account seenttp://theatrestudies.co.uk/2016/04/06fabbishplay-anda-goodday/
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http://theatre-studies.co.uk/2016/04/06/a-rubbish-play-and-a-good-day/

A Scene fromThe Kingfisheis Play

During 2016 Jane has also travelled to Eritrea, Ethiopia, Malawi and Rwanda in the
course of research for her forthcoming b@doKistory of East African Theatre

PhD Students

Amara Khan was awarded her PhD in June 2016 for her comparative study of the
use of masks in the theatre of Girish Karnad and Wole Soyinka.

Rose Komuhopes to complete this year her study of the history of Kenyan theatre.

Zindaba Chisizais undertaking a second periofifield research in Malawi as part
of his study of masculinities and theatre for development in that nation.

Amy Bonsall completed her field research in Malawi with a very popular Chichewa
version ofRomeo and Julieind is now writing up her Practice Research results.
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Free village performance ofRomeo and JulietMarch 2016.

Israel Wekpeis awaiting his upgrade viva in relation to his study of actor training in
Nigeria.
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Publications

Jane Plastow, 2016Teatro Asmara: understanding Eritrean drainmaugh a study
of the national theatéein Journal of African Cultural Studie4;18

Podcast

2016. Lead speaker on Folger Institute podc&isakespeare in Afric&pisode 48 of
the Bhakespeare Unlimitétibrary. http://www.folger.edu/shakespearelimited-
episode48

Conferences and Symposia

February 2016¢Cinema Asmara: The influence of an Italian Opera House on the
evolution of Eritrean theatéeCollege Arts Conference, Washington, USA.

April 2016, éThe Politics of Shakespeare in Africéor Interaltural Shakespeare
Performance, The Globe, London

May 2016,0Nhais Love Got To Do With It? Love, sex and romance in
contemporary African womén writingd Keynote lecture forA Room of Her Own:
Writing Womerds Independence around the Globe, Leeds.

Repat on Activities (December 2015July 2016)by Professor Jane Taylor

At the end of 2015 | participated in the annual Puppetry Festival that is supported b
the work of Handspring Trust, of which | am a board member. We have engaged fo
the past seven yeans an arts project with rural children in South Africa, training
children in physical dexterity, numeracy, and performance skills through a puppetry
performance and Festival. In December 2015, the events explore Cape slave name
which are the linguistitegacy of servitude in the Dutch and British possession of the
Cape Colony. The children from the rural village were given teaching by the curators
and museologists at the Cape Town slave lodge, and they explored the history c
their own family slave names

(IMAGES 1-3).

During the first six months of 2016, | was in residence at STIAS, the Stellenbosch
Institute for Advanced Study, in South Africa. While there | worked on a paper and a
theatre project both relating to the philosophy of Ludwig Wittgensteid his
explorations of Magical Thinking. | presented this work in several contexts: At
STIAS, in the research seminar at the Institute;
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Also:

In February 1819 | developed a first version of this research to present at the
University of California, Berkay, for a Symposium | was invited to, on
Al maginati ono at the Townsend Centre.
papers from the symposium to Fordham University.

The paper;The Varieties of Secular Thinking: Wittgenstein, Magical Thinking, and
Puppetry, became the basis for a paper | gave as Inaugural speaker for the
International Graduate Conference on African Studies at the University of Minnesota
in April 2016. The research explores contemporary Thing Theory and Vibrant Matter
arguments in relation tdassical anthropological scholarship on animism.

While at the University of Minnesota | was also invited to give a talk to the
AConsortium for the Study of the PreM
and Mi @ers$209 0 .

| also gave a publitalk at the IAS (Institute for Advanced Studies) at Minnesota:
(April 21%). That paperNewes From the Deazbnsiders a play that | had made on a
commission from Renaissance Scholar, Stephen Greenblatt.

| also was invited to take part in a research gratithe University of California,
Berkel ey. That group, wor king on AMi
scholars including Catherine Malabowe spent a weekend outlining intended
research initiatives and are scheduling a program of researelgitoib 2017. | also
held a Skype discussion with a group of Berkddaged psychoanalysts.

| was invited by philosopher Judith Butler to participate in a research initiative,
funded by the Mellon Foundatiomhe Program in Critical Theory\Between May 25

and 27, we met with Butler as a group of scholars, hosted at the University of the
Western Cape, to address the question of the future of Critical Theory in the age c
the nealiberal university. | also took part in a consortium at the University of the
Witwatersrand. Professor David Theo Goldberg constituted a panel to discus:
Cultures of Techn&iolence.

In May | gave a paper at JIAS (Johannesburg Institute of Advanced Studies) at th:
University of Johannesburg. That gapvas on Techne and the Human.

In June 2016 | directed a new work of theatre for the National Arts Festival in
Grahamstown. It is a piece that expbgtobalization and aesthetics.
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In the past month my playbu and the Truth Commissitras returned to play at the
Market Theatre ifdohannsburg. Inthe past two months | received my page proofs
for the monograph that | have written Wfilliam Kentridge: Being Led by the Nose
The book, for U of Chicago Press, is a study of Kent@lgeork directing
Shostakovicts opera,The Nosg and the irpact of Soviet aesthetics on South

African art.
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